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Pols 346: American Foreign Policy





	The purpose of this course is to examine the patterns and processes that shape American Foreign Policy.  What causes the US to engage in wars, ally with certain states, but not others, engage in arms deals or pursue trade negotiations?  Rather than merely accepting that American foreign policy-makers pursue the national interest, this course will examine how the “national” interest is perceived by different actors, including Presidents, the Congress, the Media, the Public, Interest Groups, and the Bureaucracy, to name a few, and then consider how these various actors influence foreign policy.  A key theme throughout the term will be whether and how the events of September 11th, 2001 have changed or influenced the making of US foreign policy.


	


	The course will have two distinct parts.  Most of the term will consider potential influences on U.S. foreign policy, considering the various actors, their interests, and their power.  The second part of the course examines current problems and future dynamics, and we will try to predict and understand the reactions of future administrations to recent and future events.





	This course will use WebCT for a variety of purposes, including: a discussion board; course-based email; a place to store course outlines (powerpoint slides used in each class); where readings beyond the texts can be found; surveys for students to answer, and more.  You can access the webct for our class using the same ID and password as you use to access Minerva.  If you have questions about WebCT, see one of the teaching assistants or the professor.





	This is an intermediate undergraduate course.  It will be expected that students will have taken the introductory course to International Politics.  The major requirements for this course will be: the readings, following the news via the NY Times website (www.nytimes.com),  participation in conferences and the discussion on WebCT (15% of your grade); a midterm (20% each), and a final (25%); and two short papers (20% each).  The readings are required, and they will inform your papers and your midterm and final exam answers.  You will be required to follow current events—knowledge of what is going on in the world will not only make class easier to understand but also make the conferences more interesting.  Participation refers to coming to class (attendance is required) and being prepared, asking questions and participating in discussions during conferences, on the WebCT discussion board, and occasionally during the lectures.  The first short paper (5-8 pages)s will examine a question and compel the student to take a position.  The second paper will examine the student’s role in the simulation towards the end of the semester.





Required Books:


Kegley and Wittkopf, American Foreign Policy: Pattern and Process [K&W]
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Introduction: Expectations and a Desk Officer’s Perspective			Jan 6





Do the Survey on WebCT





� AUTONUMOUT �I.� Analytical Background  								Jan 8, 10


K&W, chaps 1, 2


Singer, “Levels of Analysis” in Ikenberry


Hoffman, “Restraints and Choices,” in Ikenberry





The Sources of U.S. Foreign Policy


� AUTONUMOUT �II.�   External Influences: Anarchy, Superpower, and NATO 			Jan 13, 15, 17


K&W, chaps. 6,7


Deese, “The Hazards of Interdependence” in Deese


Waltz, “Anarchic Orders and Balances of Power,” in Ikenberry 





Movie: Wag the Dog?								Jan 20, 22





Conference #1: Initial Thoughts on US Foreign Policy				Jan 24


What does this movie say about US foreign policy?  Is the media powerful or manipulated?  Are politicians powerful or very constrained?  Are the American people naïve?  


What is your favorite US foreign policy?  Why?  Least favorite?  Why?


How much control does the US have over events?





� AUTONUMOUT �III.�   Culture and Ideology: Bring the American into US foreign policy 	Jan  27, 29


K&W, chap 8


Huntingon, “American Ideals versus American Institutions” in Ikenberry





Conference #2: Culture, Ideology, and Foreign Policy 				Jan 31


What is uniquely American about American foreign policy?  How different is the US from Canada?  From other industrialized countries?  How different is the US from other great powers?


Consider how America’s culture in general, and its political culture specifically, influence its foreign policy.





� AUTONUMOUT �IV.�  The President									Feb 3, 5	


K&W, chaps 10,11,14


Rockman, “Presidents, Opinion, and Institutional Leadership,” in Deese


Hafner, “Presidential Leadership and For Pol Bureaucracy” in Deese


Jervis, “Hypotheses on Misperception,” Ikenberry





Conference #3: President Bush and US Foreign Policy				Feb 7


What characteristics have shaped Bush’s foreign policies?  Consider his background as a businessperson, as one with little experience in international relations beyond Texas-Mexico relations.





Midterm										Feb 10th





V.  Civil-Military Relations and the Role of the US Military			Feb 12, 17, 19





Conference #4: What should be the role of the military in foreign policy?


Does the military have too much influence or too little?  What does the US military want?  How do conflicts within the military affect its role in the process?





Spring Break									Feb 24-28





VI. Bureaucratic Politics 								March 3, 5


K&W, chap. 13


Allison, “Conceptual Models and the Cuban Missile Crisis,” in Ikenberry


Allison and Halperin, “Bureaucratic Politics,” in Ikenberry


Destler, “A Goverment Divided,” in Deese


Krasner, “Are Bureaucracies Important?” in Ikenberry


Art, “Bureaucratic Politics and American Foreign Policy: A Critique,” in Ikenberry





Conference #5: Bureaucratic Politics and Recent Events				March 7


Consider the interests of various branches of the government.  How do they conflict with each other?  Have there been any events or policies developed lately that may have been influenced by the competition between different branches of government?  How has bureaucratic politics influenced the war on terrorism?  Think about the FBI, the CIA and homeland security.





VII Congress and Interest Groups							March 10, 12


K&W, chap 12


Rohde, “Partisan Leadership and Congressional Assertiveness,” in Deese


Tierney, “Congressional Activism in Foreign Policy,” in Deese


Scigliano, “Politics, the Constitution, and the President’s War Power,” in Deese





First Paper Due									March 14





Conference #6: The Role of Congress in Foreign Policy:				March 14


What is appropriate? Will Republican control over both houses matter for foreign policy?  How?  





VIII. Public Opinion and Mass Media						March 17, 19


K&W, chap. 9


Bennett, “The Media and the Foreign Policy Process,” in Deese


Graham,” Public Opinion and US Foreign Policy Decision-Making” Deese


Shapiro and Page, “Foreign Policy and Public Opinion” in Deese


Roskin, “From Pearl Harbor to Vietnam,” in Ikenberry


Rosenau and Holsti, “US Leadership in a Shrinking World,” in Ikenberry





Conference #7: Public Opinion, The Media, and US Foreign Policy		March 21


Maier, “Democracy and its Discontents,” in Agenda 1995


Do people care about foreign policy?  Which people?  Which policies?  Do they know anything about foreign policy?  What is the media’s role?





Current Issues and Future Directions


IX.  Fighting Terrorism								March 24, 26





Conference #8: Simulation, part 1							March 28


Why has the US made the choices it has?  Has the war been successful?  A failure?  What else could or should the US have done?





X.  Foreign Economic Policy						           Mar 31, Apr 2


Frieden, “Sectoral Conflict and US Foreign Economic Policy,” in Ikenberry





Conference #9: Simulation, part 2





XI.  Conclusion: Trends and Changes						Apr 7, 9


Wolfers, “Statesmanship and Moral Choice,” Ikenberry


Morgenthau, “Mainsprings of American Foreign Policy,” in Ikenberry


Ullman, “Redefining Security,” in Ikenberry





Conference #9: What Should the US Do Now					Apr 11





Second Paper Due								April 11





Final Exam										Apr 14-30


Saideman, American Foreign Policy, page � PAGE �5�











