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Stephen Saideman

Department of Political Science

Leacock 328

Office Hours: M 10:30-11:30, W 2-3 and by appointment


Canada Research Chair in International Security and Ethnic Conflict

(office) 398-2324

(dept) 398-4800

Email: via webct

Pols 575: Separatism

Separatism, in its various forms, has proven to be one of the most significant sources of intra- and inter-state conflict since 1990.  This phenomena destroyed three federations, resulted in the creation of over twenty five new states, delayed economic development in Eastern Europe, and could potentially trigger nuclear war in South Asia.  However, not all separatist efforts are violent, as the velvet divorce of Czechoslovakia indicate.  The purpose of this course is to understand why some ethnic groups choose to secede, why some seek to join their mother country (irredentism), others seek autonomy, yet many choose none of these paths.  This class will not consider normative questions of whether groups should secede, should be granted recognition, about justice and the like.  

This course will be run in the same way as a graduate research seminar.  That means that students must be prepared before class to discuss the readings, to read, think and discuss critically the readings, to apply the theories presented in the articles to other cases, and to take seriously the views presented by the other students in the class.  This means that students will have a significant responsibility in shaping the quality of the class—whether discussions are interesting or painful, trivial or insightful.  My role will be to lead discussion, not to lecture.  The course will also be like a graduate seminar in that each student will write an original research paper, present it in the course, and then revise it in light of the comments provided by the professor and the students.  
Requirements:

· Each student is to engage in consistent and informed participation (30% of the grade).  

· Each student will write two short papers (4-5 pages, 10% of the grade each).  Students will critically review the readings of a single week, and turn in the paper at the start of that day’s meeting.  This will be explained during the first meeting.
· Each student will write a research paper of approximately 25 pages (40% of the grade).  The paper will examine the behavior of a group or selection of groups (or use quantitative means)  to understand why the object(s) of the research have acted as they have.  The paper will focus on the past—papers that focus on the current day or the future will not be accepted.

· The last several class meetings will consist of student presentations (15 minutes) of their research paper (10% of the grade), and comments and questions from the remaining students.

Readings
David Lake and Donald Rothchild. eds. 1998. Ethnic conflict: Fear, Diffusion, and Escalation. Princeton: Princeton University Press. (LR)
Walter and Snyder, Civil Wars, Insecurity and Intervention, Columbia 1999 (WS)

Most of the readings will be available on the course webct website or online via the library.  You will need to be able to download and read Acrobat files (pdf).
There will also be a course reader available at the bookstore.
	I. Introduction
	Jan 5

	II. Ethnic Identity and Ethnic Conflict
	Jan 12

	Fearon, James D. and Laitin, David D. 2000. “Violence and the Social Construction of Ethnic Identity,” International Organization 54, 4: 845-877.

De Figueiredo and Weingast, “Rationality of Fear,” WS
Fearon, “Commitment Problems and the Spread of Ethnic Conflict,” LR

Horowitz, “Logic of Secession,” in Ethnic Groups in Conflict (reader)

	III.  Secession
	Jan 19

	Snyder and Jervis, “Civil War and the Security Dilemma” WS

Toft, “Indivisible Territory, Geographic Concentration and Ethnic War,” Security Studies, 2002

Jenne, Erin, “A Bargaining Theory of Minority Demands,” ISQ 48, 4, Dec 04: 729-754

Bartkus, The Dynamic of Secession, chapters 1-2 (reader)

Gourevitch, “Reemergence of Peripheral Nationalism” Comparative Studies in History and Society 23, 1981: 303-322.

	Paragraph Describing Research Project Due
	Jan 19

	IV. Federalism and Secession
	Jan 26

	Saideman, “Pandora’s Box” LR
Roeder, “Soviet Federalism and Ethnic Mobilization” World Politics 43, Jan 1991, 196-232

Lustick et al, “Secessionism in Multicultural states,” American Political Science Review 98, 2, May 2004

Cornell, Svante, “Autonomy as a source of Conflict,” World Politics 54 (Jan 2002): 245-276.

+ Hale, “Divided We Stand,” World Politics 56 (Jan 2004): 165-193.

	V.   Why USSR, Not Russia
	Feb 2

	Triesman, "Russia's 'Ethnic Revival': The Separatist Activism of Regional Leaders in a Post-Communist Order," World Politics, January 1997.

Gulnaz Sharafutdinova, "Chechnya Versus Tatarstan: Understanding Ethnopolitics in Post-Communist Russia", Problems of Post-Communism 47, 2 (2000): 13-22.

Mikhail Alexeev', "Decentralization vs. State Collapse: Explaining Russia's Endurance After Soviet Disintegration," Journal of Peace Research 38 (1) (2001): 111-116
Hanson, “Ideology, Interests and Identity: Comparing the Soviet and Russian Secession Crises” reader

	VI. Irredentism
	Feb 9

	Weiner, “The Macedonian Syndrome: An Historical Model of International Relations and Political Development,” World Politics, 23,4. (Jul., 1971), 665-683

Saideman and Ayres, For Kin or For Country, selections, webct

	VII. International Involvement
	Feb 16

	A. Who Gets Involved
	

	Saideman, “Vulnerability vs. Ethnic Ties,” Intl Organization, Fall 1997
Heraclides, “Secessionist Minorities and External Involvement” Intl Org, 44, 3, Summer 1990, 341-378
Jones, “Military Intervention in Rwanda’s Two Wars” WS

Laitin,  “Civil War and Intl Intervention,” WS  

	VIII. Conflict Management
	Mar 9

	Jentleson, “Preventative Diplomacy and Ethnic Conflict,” LR

Zartman, “Putting Humpty Dumpty Together Again,” LR
Walter, “Designing Transitions,” WS
Woodward, “Bosnia,” WS

Kaufman, “When All Else Fails,” WS

	IX. Presentations
	Mar 16, 23, 30, Apr 6, 13

	Final Draft of Paper Due
	Apr 14*


